
2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

Literature Analysis GVL

Monday AND Wednesday

Two separate book lists on a two-year rotation.

Students may take this course in both seventh grade and eighth grades without

repeating reading content.

Grades: 7th Grade, 8th Grade

Fees: $360 per year

REQUIRED MATERIALS

Purchase an unabridged copy of each of the following books: 

2025-2026 BOOKLIST

Summer Reading Homework: Click on this link for the summer booklist

and be ready to share the title, author, your opinion of the book and give a

brief synopsis. Due at the first class

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson, ISBN 0375756825;  (Lexile

measure 570)

12/3/25, 10:41 AM Literature Analysis GVL - Upstate Homeschool Co-op

https://upstatecoop.org/courses/literature-discussion-and-analysis/ 1/6

https://upstatecoop.org/courses/literature-discussion-and-analysis/
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https://upstatecoop.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BMkc2MnZgttRxBwlDTaCcVysFaFjzjSO5aAcOK_6PNE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375756825?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&tag=upstatecoop-20&linkId=7605424dae6c8f199bdd992158f88aa2&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_t
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375756825?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&tag=upstatecoop-20&linkId=7605424dae6c8f199bdd992158f88aa2&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_t


Short stories: “The Diamond Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant and “The

Ransom of Red Chief” by O. Henry (teacher will provide)

The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle ISBN 1497483646

(Lexile measure 1010)

Poetry: selected works by Emily Dickinson, Walt Whitman, and others

(teacher will provide)

Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery, ISBN-13 : 978-

0553213133 (Lexile measure 970)

Nonfiction: selected works by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Abraham

Lincoln,  and others (teacher will provide)

Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain, ISBN 979-8749478112 (Lexile measure 560 )

Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare, ISBN 1586638513

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS:

Every student in grades 7-12 taking a Literature class at UHC must have

access to either an electronic copy or a hard copy of the Blue Book of

Grammar. You will only need to purchase this book once per family, and

your student(s) will use it as a reference for all UHC Literature classes. 

You can purchase a hardcopy HERE.

Course Description

This class has two primary goals: to introduce the basic concepts of literary analysis

and to introduce students to classic works they might not be ready to read on their

own, but can enjoy with the support and guidance provided by an engaging teacher

and class.

Students will learn ways to approach and appreciate challenging literature and will

practice the skills of close literary analysis. They will analyze and respond to literature

through discussion, written assignments, projects, presentations, tests, and a variety

of fun, hands-on activities.  Students will learn how to prepare and participate in

Socratic Seminar.

This reading material is at an upper middle school level. In choosing this class,

parents should consider the amount of reading required by students’ other subjects
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https://www.amazon.com/Hound-Baskervilles-Arthur-Conan-Doyle/dp/1497483646?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1424983985&sr=1-1&keywords=1497483646&linkCode=sl1&tag=upstatecoop-20&linkId=fb0267fbd450f690627163c8d4da0f5d&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Anne-Green-Gables-L-Montgomery/dp/055321313X?pd_rd_w=wUwSs&content-id=amzn1.sym.8e065679-52e9-4d16-ae63-fa3d08b93cef&pf_rd_p=8e065679-52e9-4d16-ae63-fa3d08b93cef&pf_rd_r=PK1JZ6B94VS6VMCG927D&pd_rd_wg=fl743&pd_rd_r=f250bd11-5e3c-4d14-8cf7-1c0fb2a2ab3b&pd_rd_i=055321313X&psc=1&linkCode=sl1&tag=upstatecoop-20&linkId=62deb617ef7f4b29e5b8b3a565563353&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Adventures-Tom-Sawyer-Original-Illustrations/dp/B09484PM14/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1NSXTUUWAYVKI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tj-6J2wmMvb1dUwUt_ngOnvf54KpqVv785tpN5hb3nol1tVNHE_9rDYRY2QkkvRFNtac3iJPNhUypQq7yAZiP1qmBtIJHt1lyNi171b54xVpQKeyDf4KY0FdJlEQrrY8NmdusumsbtzN0S-3KAfJV6_X7p_GWTCSEDXunOoV08yLXhBNZz-OUfX5VZcr9YniKAuITJ9bA-UYiQrOMvfmbSQWyOuoblcVRbYVprVd-DY.GcI_SyqFZbzsEYXPlNP4GfYrQ8lJhKk2vp9N58FPA6k&dib_tag=se&keywords=tom+sawyer+mark+twain&qid=1751484851&sprefix=tom+say%2Caps%2C232&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Twelfth-Night-No-Fear-Shakespeare/dp/1586638513?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1517928009&sr=1-1&keywords=Twelfth+Night,+William+Shakespeare,+No+Fear+Shakespeare&linkCode=sl1&tag=upstatecoop-20&linkId=4cd47e60fa1abd7c9060f1da22476ca7&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Blue-Book-Grammar-Punctuation-Easy/dp/1119653029?crid=37TX08ZO2ALT1&keywords=the+blue+book+of+grammar+and+punctuation+by+jane+straus&qid=1677794225&sprefix=The+blue+book+of+,aps,182&sr=8-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=upstatecoop-20&linkId=957072908820d8fffceee3a5f4c2e7c5&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl


and the level of parental support and involvement each individual student will need in

order to understand and enjoy reading at this level. Books can be read and/or

listened to for auditory support. Please read UHC Middle School Literature for

7th/8th Grade for further details.

*Note: This course satisfies required literature and vocabulary instruction, but please

note that this is not a complete English Language Arts course for the student.  The

teaching parent will need to add the other components of a middle school ELA

course: grammar and composition.

To be successful in this class:

Students should be able to follow an assignment calendar for assignments, read an

average of 50-75 pages per week, participate in teacher-facilitated class discussions,

and follow directions to participate in a variety of assignments that may include

creative writing (no formal essays), projects, test/quizzes, and presentations on the

works studied.

Parents must be prepared to monitor and support the student’s reading and guide

him or her in following the teacher’s instructions to complete essays, projects, and

other assignments.

This class employs two separate book lists on a two-year rotation, so students can take it in

seventh grade, eighth grade, or both without repeating books. Students are welcome to use

audio and electronic versions for reading at home, but paper editions of the books are required

in class. No e-readers permitted in class.

The specific editions suggested are recommended, not required, but any edition substituted

must be unabridged. After the ISBN for each book (except for drama and poetry, which are rated

differently) you can find the Lexile score, which is an estimate of the reading level for each book.

You can learn more about Lexile scoring, what it means, and how to use it here.

2026-27 Booklist (subject to change)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/19Y_hOe5OP8QIIvgAuI3Quu14uyRL96LA-K6OsrfSbfM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19Y_hOe5OP8QIIvgAuI3Quu14uyRL96LA-K6OsrfSbfM/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/book-selection-tips/lexile-levels-made-easy


Summer Reading Homework: Click on this link for the summer booklist and be ready to

share the title, author, your opinion of the book and give a brief synopsis. Due at the first class

The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien, ISBN ‎ 978-0547928227, (Lexile score 1000)

Agatha Christie short stories-  compare and contrast unit focusing on Hercule Poirot and

Miss Marple. ISBN 0062074423

The Secret Garden by Francess Hodgson Burnett, ISBN 978-9386538994, (Lexile score 920)

The Giver by Lois Lowry, ISBN 9780544336261, (Lexile score 760)

Nonfiction: selected works by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Abraham Lincoln, and Helen Keller

(teacher will provide) as well as current event news articles approved by the teacher and

parent.

Poetry: selected works by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Alfred Lord Tennyson, Langston

Hughes, and others (teacher will provide)

Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond Rostand, ISBN 0486411192

Credit Option:

8th Grade students enrolled in IEW 3 in addition to this class may pursue an English 1 high

school credit with the completion of additional HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL reading assignments. 8th

Graders pursuing this option must be academically mature with teaching parents developing,

teaching, and implementing additional high school level course work.

NOTE: High school credit for eighth graders is contingent on the approval of the your

accountability association and detailed documentation of coursework. See suggested

guidelines.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BMkc2MnZgttRxBwlDTaCcVysFaFjzjSO5aAcOK_6PNE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/Hobbit-J-R-Tolkien/dp/054792822X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=16DV121TABS8G&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.UjDPRnX8uAvGBXFWjX-QM9B_bG0zp2eZUjEgL2o59Husq5sMsStRZg5serwNQOIcSIbiyDvTbk83bY74Ul9t5gXtImCI3D7LFKcQZch9l4_5kT49w-AEug5fX9Nm8iAy3RTauP7lx9cxFqL3XoG2JOoMa0fWYC7Xd6I2-sCSR15f3NQ7eKmkVIoYvHdxyoOvwcxytGAkCCmQ1yl3h4dm0Iq8qqscG60H3foyhcSDIG0.ZZyLm1TxKcsL9svjyLkBPKZoEvIUKaCNryCW7hMANVk&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Hobbit&qid=1705530458&sprefix=the+hobbit%2Caps%2C354&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Three-Blind-Mice-Other-Stories/dp/0062074423/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12AF6OW2GNCO1&keywords=three+blind+mice+agatha+christie&qid=1645199872&sprefix=three+blind+mice%2Caps%2C234&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Three-Blind-Mice-Other-Stories/dp/0062074423/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12AF6OW2GNCO1&keywords=three+blind+mice+agatha+christie&qid=1645199872&sprefix=three+blind+mice%2Caps%2C234&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Garden-FRANCES-HODGSON-BURNETT/dp/9386538997/ref=sr_1_7_sspa?crid=2GARH3G623GAT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.VR6WUuj58cMrGHEI1c8l0LykscYY8LkDWhQM2GDSOwz71p5pmGR67LFWcv5uKD31A21xCO6bf37oUV0Qh_Ubl0NmueTMjLWV5uE5VBzwr_yKEnrrcKD-36IrlArWYboyoapx_-wzxNBEzULVfSRWlZkOI_3Sai1afeskD9YF5k8m9icTO7TMoefdGNGrQCoUsUjVwmZRMJNINMuYA0a7Qe3IWLgD4Qq7vuFiq11qUSw.cOE0Wu_lCZrqN3b7oeH9TT_b8Xkmx0Z_Uu6XRK6q6jI&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+secret+garden&qid=1705530844&sprefix=%2Caps%2C133&sr=8-7-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9tdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Giver-Quartet-Lois-Lowry/dp/0544336267/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3V7XKKCQVVS1X&keywords=the+giver&qid=1644933548&sprefix=the+giver%2Caps%2C162&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Giver-Quartet-Lois-Lowry/dp/0544336267/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3V7XKKCQVVS1X&keywords=the+giver&qid=1644933548&sprefix=the+giver%2Caps%2C162&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Cyrano-Bergerac-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486411192/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=EOFC1NQX0G45&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.bZCMsXtBzt3Qb-ObXusxpYcEe0ghOwZFqEVyvj2csZK3rubUhnrXFaCAdOfpBumUNukK-FTaLOlSQ7cqeLTOYwB-jXeytzc1LqPo-AXHHMujNPzxdg2-LvNt4XhfrfaJTfYv_qvr8Ksyv7lO_AIFCX6fGd-w706hgYvfJZVckcV2Y5pfX5KKOM_7dN-rARrZtPZyqyr0jFmhHNTq7yRLlIR1lFli70kVwZ5hkd6fYOk.LmI00L3BrMY7BN1Tvgq1gZaZP1vt49vjsHcmObrssJU&dib_tag=se&keywords=cyrano+de+bergerac+book&qid=1705530768&sprefix=Cyrano%2Caps%2C134&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NlaXuSt3w9xsxkHEzf7eE0cviKV3KZONfKkGWwo_xWQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NlaXuSt3w9xsxkHEzf7eE0cviKV3KZONfKkGWwo_xWQ/edit?usp=sharing


Meet Claudia Simpson

Education: I received my Bachelor of Science degree from Anderson University and a

Master of Arts from Furman University in Greenville, SC.

Teaching experience: I began my teaching career in 1994 as a classroom teacher in

middle school English language arts. I also taught social studies, economics, US

history, world history, and study skills. After receiving National Board Certification in

Early Adolescent English Language Arts, I taught Literature-based Instruction in

middle school. I attended Anderson School District Five Principal’s Academy in 2001-

2002 and served in curriculum administration until 2007. After retiring from public

school, I continued tutoring students from elementary age through high school until

2022.

Homeschool experience: My own daughter was homeschooled by me from 1983-

1991.

Certifications: My undergraduate certification was K-8 Elementary Education. I was

National Board Certified in Early Adolescent English Language Arts in 2000. My

Master’s degree is in educational administration and school supervision.

UHC Courses Taught: I’ve enjoyed substitute teaching a variety of classes and grade

levels for UHC during the 2023-24 school year, 7th & 8th grade literature

Began teaching at UHC in 2024

Meet Kelsey Cary

Education: Bachelor’s Degree in Middle Grades Education from the University of

North Georgia and a Master’s Degree in Secondary Education from Kennesaw State

University. Kelsey also has a Specialist’s Degree in Reading, Language, and Literature

from the University of Georgia.

Teaching Experience: Kelsey has taught 7th/ 8th Grade English Language Arts from

2017- 2024.

Certifications: Certified Secondary English Language Arts and Middle Grade Social

Sciences.
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UHC Courses Taught: 7th/ 8th Grade Literary Analysis

Began teaching at UHC in 2025.

©2025 Upstate Homeschool Co-op. All Rights Reserved.
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